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of and bring forward, as an excuse for the battle. They wished
of course to gain the applause of the people as protectors
of their interests—likewise those who for their private ends
try to trouble and embroil the state—but could not at first see
their way clear. They sent for Trudaine, Prev6fc des Mar-
•chands, Councillor of State, to give an account to them of the
state of the Hotel de Ville funds. He declared that they had
never been so well paid, and that there was no cause of com-
plaint against the government. Baffled upon this point, they
fastened upon an edict, recently rendered, respecting the money
of the realm. They deliberated thereon, deputed a commission
to examine the matter, made a great fuss, and came to the con-
clusion that the edict would, if acted upon, be very prejudicial
to the country.
Thus much done, the Parliament assembled anew on Friday
morning, the 17th of June, 1718, and again in the afternoon.
At the end they decided upon sending a deputation to the
Kegent, asking him to suspend the operation of the edict, in-
troduce into it the changes suggested by their body, and then
send it to them to be registered. The deputation was sent,
and said all it had to say.
On the morrow the Parliament again assembled, morning
and afternoon, and sent a message to the Eegent, saying, it
would not separate until it had received his reply. That reply
was very short and simple. The Regent sent word that he
was tired of the meddling interference of the Parliament (this
was not the first time, let me add, that he experienced it), that
lie had ordered all the troops in Paris, and round about, to hold
themselves ready to march, and that the King must be obeyed.
Such was in fact true. He had really ordered the soldiers to
keep under arms and to be supplied with powder and shot.
The message did not intimidate the Parliament. The next
•day, Sunday, the Chief-President, accompanied by all the other
presidents, and by several councillors, came to the Palais Eoyal.
Although, as I have said, the leader of his company, and the
right-hand man of M. and Madame du Maine, he wished for
his own sake to keep on good terms with the Regent, and at

